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SUBJECT: 0900 LEBANON REPORT 

1. LAST NIGHT WAS REALLY ROUGH. THE FIRE BETWEEN TEL ZATAR 
CAMP AND ACHRAPIYEH WAS HEAVY, INVOLVING MORTARS AND ROCKETS. 
THERE WERE CONSTANT EXPLOSIONS AND I RELIEVE THAT AN ANTI- 
AIRCRAPT GUN, PROBABLY A 23MM SOVIET WEAPON, WAS DEPRESSED 
AND USED AS A PIELD PIECE. THERE WAS ALSO 

HEAVY PIRING IN OTHER PARTS OP TOWN. 

2. ON CORNICHE, ABOUT 200 YARDS FROM MARINE BUILDING, 

THREE BURGLARS TRIED TO ENTER AN APARTMENT HOUSE OCCUPIED 
BY AN AMERICAN EMBASSY EMPLOYEE. CONCIERGE SHOWED 
COMMENDABLE INTESTINAL PORTITUDE AND PULLED A GUN ON 
THEM. PALESTINIAN ARMED STRUGGLE COMMAND AND ESI WERE 
NOTIFIED AND ARRIVED SIMULTANEOUSLY IN AN AMAZINGLY 
BRIEF INTERVAL. THERE WAS A GENERAL FRACAS, EVERYONE 
SHOOTING ALL OVER THE PLACE, RESULTING IN ONE CAPTURED 
POTENTIAL BURGLAR AND A LOT OP WASTED AMMUNITION. MERELY 
CITE THIS AS ANOTHER INDICATION OP BREAKDOWN LAW AND ORDER 
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IN THAT SEVERAL AMERICANS LIVE IN THE VICINITY. 

3. 1 DON'T KNOW WHAT THE EVENING'S EXCHANGE OE FIRE WILL 
MEAN, EXCEPT THAT THERE IS NO CEASEFIRE IN EFFECT AT THIS 
TIME. I FEAR, HOWEVER, FIRING WILL SPREAD AND HOTEL AREA 
MIGHT ONCE AGAIN BE AFFECTED. SITUATION NOT REPEAT NOT 
FACILITATED BY FACT THAT COORDINATING COMMITTEE YESTERDAY 
SUSPENDED ITS WORK DUE TO VARIOUS ELEMENTS PULLING OUT IN 
PIQUE FOR VARIIOUS REASONS. FOREGOING INSTABILITY OF COURSE 
DOES NOT REPEAT NOT BODE WELL FOR GALLAGHER AND DYKES. 
ZAHLE AND TRIPOLI QUIET. PALESTINIANS, WHO OF COURSE WANT 
PEACE AND QUIET HERE DURING SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATE, ARE, 

WE UNDERSTAND, FURIOUS WITH CHRISTIANS FOR INITIATING 
CURRENT SHOOTING. CHRISTIANS, FOR THEIR PART, ALLEGE 
THEIR OPPONENTS HAVE BEEN MOVING IN ON VARIOUS AND SUNDRY 
AREAS TRADITIONALLY CHRISTIAN AND NOW ARE GOING TO 
SLUG IT OUT. FACT THAT THEY RECEIVED 1,300 TONS OF 
AMMUNITION AND WEAPONS, INCLUDING, WE UNDERSTAND, 

I20MM MORTARS, LATE LAST WEEK, MAY HAVE DIRECT BEARING 
ON LOCAL SECURITY SCENE. TWO EMBASSY LOCAL EMPLOYEES 
KIDNAPPED DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY HAVE NOT REPEAT NOT YET 
RETURNED BUT EMBASSY LOCAL SY INVESTIGATOR WHO HAS BERN 
WITH US FOR MANY, MANY YEARS, IS NOT REPEAT NOT AT ALL 
CONCERNED. HE HAS TALKED TO THE EMPLOYEES, IS REASURED 
THAT THEY ARE BEING WELL TAKEN CARE OF AND BELIEVES WE 
WILL GET THEM BACK LATER ON TODAY OR TOMORROW. THEY WERE 
TO BE RELEASED AT MIDNIGHT LAST NIGHT BUT RENEWED SHOOTING 
POSTPONED IT AND TODAY'S HOSTILITIES MAY ALSO BE A FACTOR. 

4. WE RECEIVED YESTERDAY TWO ARMORED SY VEHICEES, ONE 
FROM JIDDA AND ONE FROM AMMAN, FOR WHICH WE ARE EXTREMELY 
GRATEFUL. 

GODLEY 
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